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If you go
n What: Heels 2 Wheels “Women’s Only” motorcycle ride
n Where: The Harley-Davidson/Buell Store of Baltimore,
8845 Pulaski Highway
n When: 8:30 a.m. Sat. June 7
n Details: Donations by riders at registration; 410.238.2003,
www.hdstore.com
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Ride for the cure
“Women Only” ride benefits
local survivor, research
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By Nancy Dunham
Examiner Correspondent

Don’t think that only characters
in Hollywood movies try new, somewhat daring, hobbies after serious
medical diagnoses.
For a real life example, look at
Baltimore native Colette Nichols,
41, who was diagnosed in 2004 and
again in 2006 with metastatic breast
cancer. She’d always thought about
riding a motorcycle, but it wasn’t
until her latest diagnosis that she
decided to seriously pursue it as a
hobby.
“I just started looking into it and
thought I’d try it,” said Nichols. “At
first I hesitated but then I figured
why not?”
The next thing Nichols knew she
was searching for lessons and ways
to rack up the 1000 “seat hours”
she needs to participate in the Amazon Heart Thunder. All motorcycle
riders at the event that takes them
from Los Angeles to San Francisco
will be breast cancer survivors.
Enter the staff of the Harley-Davidson Store of Baltimore. Tina
Jarman, who oversees Marketing
& Promotions there, was coordinating the area’s first-ever Woman
Only Ride, dubbed “Heels 2 Wheels.”

Jarman had pledged the proceeds
from the ride to the Susan G. Koman for the Cure, which supports
breast cancer research and awareness, but she and her coworkers
knew there was plenty they could
offer Nichols.
From a helmet to lessons, Harley-Davidson of Baltimore has gone
all out to prepare, advise and coach
Nichols. In addition, they are collecting funds for her the day of the
local 50-mile ride which will also include exhibitors ranging from Panera to Mary Kay cosmetics.
The ride will give Nichols a taste
of what to expect at the September event in California, which is the
first leg of an international motorcycle relay, organized by American
Heart and sponsored internationally
by Harley-Davidson, to raise awareness for breast cancer. All riders are
breast cancer survivors.
“The experience of breast cancer
impacts everyone who is forced to
deal with it in profound and sometimes unexpected ways,” says Megan Dwyer, co-Founder of Amazon
Heart and one of the riders.
Although the women on the local
ride won’t share that medical history, they will have a chance to make a
difference for those who do.
“Women [motorcycle enthusiasts] are looking for women mentors and this is a great way to meet
them....and support Colette,” said
Jarman. “As she always says `Bald
chicks rock!’”

